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VfORCESTER  FIRE  SOCIETY. 


There  is  a  natural  and  reason;i])]e  curiosity  in  most  men 
to  know  somewhat  of  the  history  of  the  Associations,  witli 
which  they  may,  personally,  he  connected,  and  of  the  char- 
Licter  of  those,  who  have  preceded  them,  in  the  places  which 
ihcy  occupy.    Association  produces  sympatliy  in  sonti- 
ii'ent  and  feeling,  and  a  knowledge  that  others  have  per- 
formed the  same  lahors  with  ourselves,  Inrve  assumed  like 
obligations,  and  have  porticipated  in  simiUir  enjoyments, 
gives  to  their  very  names  an  interest  which  seeks  gratifi- 
:  cation  in  learning  something  of  their  appearance  and  man- 
gier.   Hence  the  members  of  this  Society,  after  tlie  Irist 
i of  its  Founders  has  passed  from  the  generations  of  the  liv- 
ing, now  inrjuire,  what  of  tJie  mcn^  whose  names  are  borne 
M:arliest  on  their  Roll?    Biography  and  history,  song  and 
i'-tory,  have  celebrated  the  ag^^regate  of  tiie  merits 'and 
lienors  of  the  Association.    The  eloquence  of  Brother  Bul- 
^lock  has  heretofore' been  tasked  to  a  iraditiojiarij  narrative 
'')f  the  convivial  capabilities  of  the  elder  Brellircii,  and  the 
ii^ood  cheer  of  the  Publicans  who  provided  for  their  festiv- 
'ilics.    The  iMuse  of  Brother  C'haitin  has  found  measure  for 
her  verse,  in  the  onices  and  titles  of  our  numerous  Digni- 
taries ;  while  the  statistics  of  Brother  Dewey  wero  well 
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nigli  pill  at  f;iuU,  in  iha  sum  of  the  greatness  whieli  h;is 
cro^Ylle(l  tlie  days  of  this  time  honored  Institution.  Gov- 
ernors anil  Jatlges,  Senators  and  Ilepresenta,tiveSj  Sheriils, 
Clerks  and  four  Criers,  Generals,  Cohmels,  Captains  and 
Corporals,  lawyers,  Doctors,  Mercliants  and  GentlenKni 
of  condition,  each  so  nsefiil  for  mutnal  })rotection,  and  so 
genial  for  social  fellowship,  that,  ^vitiiiu  the  rules  pre- 
scribed in  our  platform,  no  one  woukl  throw  a  ballot  against 
his  admission,  have  successively  composed  our  numbers, 
and  sustained,  or  been  prepared  to  sustain,  with  Backet, 
Bags,  Bed-key,  and  Sere vr -driver,  all  the  duties  consti- 
tutional]}' to  be  reopiired  of  him,  as  a  member.  ISor,  on 
this  occasion,  can  we  be  unmindful  of  the  fresh  lustre  re- 
flected upon  t]u3  brightness  of  our  escutcheon  by  the  gad- 
lant  bearing  of  one  of  our  number,  now  in  the  military 
service  of  his  country/''^  With  far  didcrent  equipments 
tha.n  any  enjoined  for  our  use,  ho  has  stood  before  a  fiercer 
fire  than  any  we  have  ever  been  calh^d  to  encounter,  and 
with  heroic  courage  has  achieved  a,  name  wdiich  should  be 
especially  honored  and  cherished  by  everj^  Association  with 
Avliich  lie  is  connected.  The  sj^oilsi)^  vrar  are  \V)t  the  tro- 
phies v\duch  we  most  coA  ct,  but  witli  the  laurels  she  gath- 
ers, v/e  would  encircle  our  "hearts  of  oak,"  and  joyousl}" 
place  the  chaplet  of  fame  upon  the  brow  of  true  valor. 

The  origin  of  the  Society  partakes  somewhat  of  the  siivor 
of  anliipiity.  Its  Conslitution  is  nearly  coeval  with  that 
of  the  United  States.  At  the  time  of  its  organizatiinr,  tlic 
population  of  the  Town  hardly  exceedcil  two  thousand,  ans' 
the  first  roll  ot  its  members  must  Inn  e  presented  a  mosi 
flattering  rf])resentaLion  of  the  interests,  v^'ealth,  charac-j 
ter,  and  social  positimi  of  its  Inhabitants.  They  were 
among  the  most  stirriiig  business  men  of  the  place, — aJ^\ 
in  the  full  vigor  of  manly  life,  the  oldest  but  flfty,  and  thu 
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■ ingest  thiri}^  years  of  age, — ^jost  the  iiicii  to  be  most 
aeiiced,  as  the}'  dechired  in  the  preamble  to  the  Arti- 

0  ^  of  their  Association,  "by  a  sense  of  social  obligation," 
'  .1  a  desire  "for  the  more  efiectual  jissistance  of  each 

1  er  and  of  our  Townsmen,  in  tinics  of  damper  from  fire." 
.  thi't  time,  there  were  in  the  Town,  no  other  me:ins  of 
:t-istance  to  the   destroying  element,  tlian  the  simple 

isehold  \Ynter  bucket,  and  tlic  hand  of  man.    The  efii- 
nt  appliances  of  Engine,  Hose,  and  Hook  and  Ladder 
(•  mpanies,  were  unknown  among  us.    A  sense  of  utter 
.ividual  helplessness,  and  the  need  of  mutual  and  com- 
,;•  ..ed  aid,  doubtless  suggested  Association^  as  the  first  and 
st  necessary  measure  towards  protection  ;  and  I  think 
.[  lavebeen  informed,  thiit  the  immediate  moving  influence 
■0  the  formation  of  this  Society  was  in  a  then  recent  fire, 
by  which  the  valnable  Cloth  jianufactory  of  Messrs.  Cor- 
•  ius  and  Peter  Stowell,  then  standing  near  the  present 
ner  of  Park  and  Washington  streets,  on  land  now 
ned  by  }Jr.  Willard  Brown,  was  Avholly  consumed,  with 
h   power  in  the  by-standoi's  but  to  witness  the  conflagra- 
■ !  1  in  helpless  inefficiency. 

Of  the  ticentij-two  original  Associates,  who  held  their 
i  t  meeting  on  the  21st  day  of  January,  1703,  seven 
(  :e  Merchants,  three  Lav\'yers,  three  Physicians,  three 
S  "ling  responsible  County  Oifices,   two  Printers,  one 
')  iggist,  one  an  Instructor  in  tlic  higher  Classics  and 
y-  ster  of  the  Grammar  School,  one  a  member  of,  and  re- 
ng  in  an  ancient  Family,  and  variously  engaged  in  its 
corns,  and  one,  who,  soon  after,  removed  from  town, 
whose  occupation  I  am  now  unable  to  learn.  What 
'  us  remarkable,  so  recently  upon  the  Avar  of  the  Eevo- 
'i  )n,  there  was  not  a  Milifarij  Chieftain  among  them 
but  as  if,  at  once,  to  marl:  the  omission  and  7norc  than 
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suppl}^  the  deficiency,  at  the  very  first  meeting  next  af- 
teVj  the  admission  of  two  Colonels  and  one  Major,  togeth- 
er with  a  Deacon^  gave  the  prestige  of  their  titles^  to  tho 
Roll.  It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  in  the  composition  of 
the  Society,  that  ^Yhile  six  of  the  associates,  either  nativC3 
*'and  to  the  manor  born,"  or  long  resident,  were  JJochel- 
ors,  six  others,  conning  strangers  from  diflerent  ami 
widely  distant  places,  had  found  here,  in  accomplished  wo- 
men,  the  best  of  vjives !  ^J-tt^!hiCJ  i 
Of  all  those,  wdio,  at  the  date  of  my  admission,  were,* 
or  ever  before  had  been  members  of  the  Society,  not  one 
now  survives.  When  the  suggestion  was  mude  to  me, 
with  the  informal  expression  of  a  re(|aesL,  that,  knowing 
most  of  them,  as  I  did,  I  should  give  some  traces  of  their 
individualitij,  with  such  reminiscences  as  I  might  have,  it 
seemed  to  me  the  easiest  thing  possible  to  act  upon  the 
hint,  and  to  rnake,  at  least,  a  daguerreotype-like  present- 
ment of  their  most  marked  ciiaracteristics.  But  who  is 
not  sensible  to  the  vagueness  of  nifrely  general  impres- 
sions, the  indefiuiteness  of  recollectiou-^,  which  are  to  be 
gathered  up  from  the  superficial  observations  of  daily  life, 
with  no  especial  study  of  the  tnuts  of  character?  And 
^vho  has  not  experien.ced  the  exaggerated  sentiment  of  de- 
ference and  respect  witli  which  a  young  man  regards  his 
senior  in  age,  and  tho  liighly  disLiugaished  in  position  and 
rank  ?  Old  ris  I  now  am,  each  of  tliose  Gentlemen  were 
older  than  I  then  was,  almost  by  the  years  of  a  generation, 
and  I  could  not  liavi^  observed  them  but  at  a  distance,  ard 
with  a  reverence  which  preckided  all  fimiliarity  with  their 
persons.  They  seemed  to  me,  imleed,  men  of  diflercrt 
qualities  than  I  now  meet,  more  in  thoughtfulness  with 
each  other,  of  a  deeper  symi>athy  and  closer  friendslii]', 
and  a  more  genial  and  soeial  temper.    I  saw  them  but  I'A 
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ih^.r  exterior  deporLmont,  and  their  intercourse  with  the 
public,  and  I  now  find,  upon  tasking  the  memory,  how 
little  I  could  have  known  of  them,  to  justify  any  attempt 
at  a  portraiture  of  their  character.  In  respect  to  most  of 
them,  I  can  hardly  do  more  than  to  recall  their  names, 
with  such  obvious  remarks  in  reference  to  their  personal 
appearance,  occupation,  and  incidents  of  condition,  as  a 
very  imperfect  recollection  of  them  will  furnish. 

Joseph  Allen. 

First  and  most  appropriately  prominent  on  the  List  is 
the  name  of  Joseph  Allen,  a  Gentleman  whose  venerable 
and  dignified  presence,  on  our  streets,  must  be  yet  vivid 
in  the  remembrance  of  some  of  you.  He  was  a  nalive  of 
Boston,  had  been  an  earnest  and  devoted  Whig  in  the 
Revolutionary  struggle,  and  from  the  influence  of  his  so- 
cial position  could  not  but  have  been  a  most  efficient  mem- 
ber of  the  new^  Association.  In  personal  appearance,  neat- 
ness and  appropriateness  of  attire,  and  suavity  of  address, 
as  I  recollect  him,  he  was  the  very  impersonation  of  the 
graces  of  the  manners  of  the  olden  time.  As  I  first  saw 
him,  in  his  ofiicial  relation  to  the  robed  Judges  on  the 
'Bench,  with  his  cocked  hat,  and  pov^dered  hair,  ruflled 
bhirt-bosom  and  wristbands,  velvet  small  clothes,  and  sil- 
ver knee  and  shoe  Buckles,  it  seemed  to  me,  that  there  was 
a  mysterious  dignity  about  the  Courts,  which  gave  a  sanc- 
tity to  the  very  forms  of  Justice.  To  the  impressiveness 
of  his  manner  in  performing  the  higher  duties  of  the  of- 
fice of  Clerk,  no  one  could  be  insensible.  The  precision 
with  which  he  impannelled  a  jury,  the  clearness  and  era-, 
phasis  which  he  gave  to  the  reading  of  important  papers, 
the  distinctness  and  solemnity  with  which  he  adminis- 
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tered  oatlis,  were  peculiar  excellencies  in  liim,  \vliicli,/ar 
their  ejfecl,  I  have  never  known  approacUed  even,  by  any 
other.    In  a  capital  trial,  the  Court  Room  would  be  othcr- 
Avise  as  still  as  the  chamber  oi  death,  while  his  sonorous 
voice  invoked  '^a  good  deliver ance''  to  the  Prisoner,  and 
in  the  deep  toned  utterance  of  the  vrords  of  the  oath,  com- 
mitted the  issue  of  life' and  death  to  tlie  conscience  of  tlie 
Jurors.    So  remarkable  in  tliis  respect  was  lus  manner, 
that  I  once  heard  an  old  criminal  Lawyer,  of  much  expe- 
rience in  defense  of  Prisoners,  say,  in  contrasting  his  mode 
of  officiating  on  such  occasions  Avith  the  inditTcrent,  hur- 
ried and  slovenly  habit  of  some  others,  that  it  would  seem 
to  him  a  less  evil  to  he  convicled  upon  an  arraignment  and 
empannelliug  of  the  Jury,  by  Mr.  Allen,  tlian  to  have  the 
Indictment  even  read  to  him  by  another,  vvhom  lie  named. 
Those  few'  Gentlemen  of  the  Bar,  who  survive  Mr.  Allen, 
to  remember  and  to  honor  him,  will  bear  witness  to  the 
attentivencss  and  urbanity  of  his  ofiicial  deportment,  and 
the  w^onderful  accuracy,  beauty  and  completeness  of  his 
Kecords.    He  was  a  man  of  uniform  gravity,  always  self- 
possessed,  eminently  sensitive  to  any  violations  of  the  pro- 
prieties of  place,  and  especially  impatient  of  the  slightest 
levity  in  conducting  the  business  of  the  Court.    In  a  sin- 
gle instance  only,  did  I  ever  know  him  to  have  been 
thrown  olf  his  official  reserve.    The  occasion  will  be  well 
remembered  by  my  ]>rother  Newton.    Some  thirtij  or  more 
of  our  Townsmen  had  been  indicted  by  the  Grand  Jury 
for  a  B.iot\  in  riding  a  w^ortliy  Client  of  mine,  a  Sktming- 
ton.,  alias,  on.  a  Rail.    Many  of  these  men  were  of  re- 
spectable standing,  but  as  it  was  said  in  old  times,  that 
there  should  always  be  one  blach:  sheep  in  a  flock,  so  there 
w^as  one  Darhcy  in  this  troop  of  offenders.    On.  their  ar- 
raignment in  Court,  this  association  was  not  so  agreeable, 
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as  it  had  been  convenieat  in  the  process  of  transgression, 
and  the  more  respectable  of  the  Defendants,  as  they  were 
undeniably  guilty,  became  ashamed  of  their  conduct,  and 
more  so,  now,  of  their  sable  companion.  To  avoid  great- 
er exposure  and  mortification  from  an  investigation  of  the 
case,  it  was  arranged,  that  they  should  severally  plead  to 
the  indictment,  that  they  would  not  contend  with  the 
Commonwealth,  and  thus  paraded  around  the  bar,  with  a 
Selectman  at  the  head,  and  Sambo  at  the  foot  of  the  list, 
they  were  called  upon  seriatiJJi,  to  answer.  When  it  came 
to  Darkey's  turn,  the  Clerk,  in  his  usual  serious  formal 
tone,  addressed  him  :  Peter  Malbone,  what  say  you  to 
this  indictment — are  you  guilty  or  not  guilty  ?"  Peter, 
either  not  understanfling,  or  forgetting  the  precise  lan- 
guage of  those  who  had  preceded  him,  with  a  curiously 
quizzical  countenance^  and  showing  his  ivorj',  immediate- 
ly cried  out  :  Masscf  Allen,  1  don't  want  anij  thing  to  do 
ivith  this  Court!''  The  entire  scene  in  the  Court  Room, 
the  nature  of  the  presentment,  the  array  of  the  numerous 
shame-faced  Defendants,  and  the  look  and  words  of  the 
i'-^^egro,  were  so  irresistibly  ludicrous  as  to  overcome  the 
sobriety  of  the  Clerk,  and  with  the  whole  audience  he 
burst  into  an  irrepressible  shout  of  laughter. 

After  retiring  from  the  office,  at  the  expiration  of  a 
service  of  thirty-three  years,  he  received  repeated  testi- 
monials of  the  public  conftdence.  lie  was,  for  several 
years,  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Com- 
monw^ealth,  and  for  one  term,  Eepresentative  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  declining  a  re-election.  On 
two  occ{\sions,  he  was  an  Elector  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Clerk's  office  was  kept  by  Mr.  Allen,  for  many 
years,  within  my  recollection,  on  the  second  floor  of  a  two 
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story  wooden  building  stjinding  on  the  cast  side  of  Main 
street,  a  little  south  of  where  is  now  School  street;  while 
his  Dwelling  House,  a  substantial  good  looking  structure, 
stood  a  few  rods  north,  and  both  on  a  lot  of  land  of  sev- 
eral acres,  with  no  road  or  building  of  any  kind,  east- 
ward^ to  Summer  street,  then  called  Back  street.  The 
Court  Bouse  was  an  edifice  of  a  single  room,  standing  in 
a  position  on  Court  Hill,  by  its  wliole  dimensions  front  of 
the  present  Brick  Court  House,  and  having  the  only  en- 
trance on  the  south.  Long  since  removed  and  modified, 
it  is  now  the  family  residence  of  Geo.  A.  Trumbull,  Esq. 

In  Lincoln's  histoiy  of  Worcester  is  a  brief,  but  very 
beautiful,  and  most  just  tribute  to  the  public  character 
and  private  virtues  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Allen.  I  cannot 
resist  the  temptation  to  recite  a  note  from  that  work,  il- 
lustrative of  the  troublous  times  of  the  Iievolution  (some- 
what like  the  present)  in  which  his  patriotism  was  so  con- 
spicuous, and  of  his  personal  relations,  with  which  I  con- 
clude this  article.  ^^'At  one  time,''  says  the  Historian, 
"Mr.  Allen, had  his  knapsack  packed  with  the  soldier's 
blanket  and  nuptial  suit,  uncertain  whether  he  should  be 
earliest  called  to  the  bridal,  or  the  battle. 

John  Nazro. 

John  Nazro,  the  second  on  the  list,  was  born  in  Boston, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Societv,  was  the 
oldest  of  the  associates,  and  then  in  his  fiftieth  year.  He 
also,  was  a  Gentleman  of  good  personal  appearance,  at- 
tentive to  dress,  wearing  small  clothes,  and  sih  er  Buck- 
les, and  of  pleasant  and  urbane,  but  somewhat  formal 
manners.  He  was  a  Merchant,  and  much  esteemed  for 
uprightness  of  conduct,  and  fair  and  honorable  dealing  in 
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his  business.  His  store  of  English  and  West  India  Goods 
was  precisely  on  the  site  of  Lovell's  Agricultural  Ware- 
house, opposite  the  City  Hall,  and  his  Dwelling  House  a 
little  west  from  the  corner  of  Main  and  Pleasant  streets, 
under  the  vastly  spreading  branches  of  a  magnificent  Elm, 
the  destruction  of  which  some  of  us  remember  but  to  la- 
ment, and  for  the  loss  of  which,  to  the  heart  of  sentiment, 
not  all  the  promised  attractions  of  Allen's  proposed  Hotel 
could  be  a  compensation.  The  family  of  Mr.  Nazro  con- 
stituted  a  part  of  the  most  charming  society  in  the  place^ 
until  an  unhappy  domestic  occurrence  destroyed  its  peace,' 
and  induced  him^  overwhelmed  with  mortification  and 
broken  hearted,  to  remove  from  the  Town.  He  carried 
witli  him,  in  his  afllictions,  the  deepest  sympathy  and 
unabated  cordial  esteem  of  his  friends. 

Leonard  Worcester.         -  ■ 

Mr.  Worcester  was  a  Printer  and  connected  Avith  Mr. 
Thomas,  Sen.,  in  the  printing  of  Books  and  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  Spy.  He  was  tall  and  spare  in 
person,  and  in  conversation  grave  and  thoughtful.  Im- 
bued with  deep  religious  convictions,  he  became  a  Preach- 
er and  was  settled  in  Vermont.  The  burial  of  an  infant 
child  of  his,  in  179G,  was  the  first  interment  in  the  Grave 
Yjird,  on  Mechanic  street. 

Nathaniel  P/ine. 

It  need  not  that  I  add  any  thing  to  the  name  of  the 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Paine,  who  w\as  personally  know^n  to  many 
of  you  and  with  whose  character  all  must  be  familiar. 
He  held  so  high  a  place  in  the  public  regard  that  none 
can  be  ignorant  of  liis  qualities.    He  was  a  native  of  the 
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To\Yn,  and  by  his  pareiitage  on  his  mother's  side,  descend- { 
cd  from  one  of  the  oldest,  jnosi';.  wealthy,  and  influential, 
families  of  the  place.  Educated  a  La^Yyer,  after  a  brief 
experiment  elsewhere,  he  opened  an  office  in  Worcester, 
and  surrounded  by  powerful  friends,  whose  business  almost 
n.ecessarily  made  them  his  clients,  through  his  ability, 
integrity,  and  attentioii,  he  acquired  a  practice,  especial- 
ly in  the  collection  of  debts,  at  one  time  greater  in  ex- 
tent, it  is  believed,  than  was  ever  enjoyed  by  any  other 
professionaf  man  in  tliis  County.  Of  bland  and  courteous 
manners,  an  inquiriirg  and  observant  habit,  rare  colloquial 
powers,  and  a  memory  so  singularly  retentive  as  to  be- 
come a  perfect  storehouse  of  historic  fact  and  personal  an- 
ecdote, he  was  a  most  instructive  and  delightful  compan- 
ion. When  I  first  knew  him,  his  oihce  was  in  a  small 
low  building,  of  a  single  room,  hjirdly  more  than  a  ^'ten- 
footer,"  situated  on  the  Great  Post-road,  as  it  was  then 
called,  now  Lincoln  street,  and  just  north  of  the  present 
location  of  the  Nashua  Railroad  Depot,  and  his  family 
residence  was  near  b} ,  in  an  ancient  Dwelling  House  long 
since  destroyed,  which  stood  near  the  site  of  the  present 
House  of  Mr.  Harrison  Bliss.  It  must  seem  strange  to 
our  junior  Brethren  of  the  Profession,  that  the  offices  of 
the  only  Lawyers  in  the  Town,  at  that  time,  were  at  the 
?ior/A  of  the  village : — that  of  the  elder  Levi  Lincoln  on 
Lincoln  street,  on  the  spot  where  the  Dwelling  H(.aise  of 
Edwin  Conant,  Esq.  now  stands,  Mr.  Paine's  on  the 
same  street,  and  Mr.  Bangs'  opposite  the  Court  House. 
There  has  since,  however,  scarcely  been  greater  changes 
in  the  location  and  number  of  the  offices  than  in  their  fur- 
niture and  garnishment- — the  flag-bottom  straight-back 
chair,  and  the  plain  pine  desk,  on  the  bai'c  unpainted 
lloor,  having  given  place  to  the  liair-stulTed  seat  of  the 
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rocking  chair,  the  carved  mahogony  of  the  v/riling  tahle, 
uiul  the  luxurious  carpet.  Mr.  Paine  afterwards  removed 
his  oflice  and  famiij  residence  to  the  south  end,  over  the 
foundations  of  whi(di,  his  son,  Mr.  Charles  Paine,  lias  re- 
cently erected  the  brick  pile,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Pleasant  streets.  Few  men  among  us  have  received  more 
testimonials  of  public  respect  and  confidence  than  Judge 
Paine.  He  was,  for  several  years,  prosecuting  Attorney 
for  the  County,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Court ;  repeat- 
edly a  Representative  of  the  Town  in  the  General  Court, 
by  the  choice  of  the  people  ;  and  for  thirty-five  years 
discharged  the  delicate  and  responsible  duties  of  the  ofhce 
of  Judge  of  Probate,  to  universal  acceptance.  With 
physical  powers  unexhausted  by  years,  and  scarcely  di- 
minished elasticily  of  spirit,  he  survived  the  age  of 
eighty,  and  then  gradually,  submissively,  and  reverently, 
sunk  to  his  rest.  He  married  a  Daughter  of  Col.  Gardi- 
ner Chandler,  ^vho  was  Sheriff  of  the  County  belbre  the 
PvevolutioR,  and  lived  in  the  house  where  Judge  Barton 
now  resides. 

Samuel  Chandler  and  Charles  Chandler. 

Samuel  and  Charles  Chandler,  both  members  of  the  so- 
ciety, at  the  same  time,  w^ere  Brothers,  Merchants,  and 
co-partners.  They  were  men  of  wealth,  and  great  energy 
and  enterprize.  Besides  the  usual  trade  in  English  and 
West  India  Goods,  they  were  largely  concerned  in  the 
manufacture  of  Pearl  and  Pot  Ashes,  not  only  in  this 
place,  but  in  various  towns  in  Vermont  and  Canada,  where 
they  had  also  hirge  stores  of  merchandize  and  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  country  produce.  They  were,  also,  among 
the  largest  land  owners,  and  the  very  best  Farmers  in 
Worcester.    An  estate  of  nearly  four  hundred  acres  of 
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fine  land,  extending  from  Main  street,  covering  most  of 
the  entire  plain  on  the  South  of  Pleasant  street,  and 
stretching  over  the  hills  on  May  street,  Avith  a  Farm  House 
then  standing  where  now  is  the  stately  ^\lansion  of  Mr. 
Ethan  Allen,  \Yas  their  Bachelor  residence.  Here  they 
continued  for  many  years  to  dispense  a  generous  hospi- 
tality ;  and  especially,  by  their  attentions  to  strangers, 
nnd  through  iiie  influence  of  their  aflinity  to  some  of  the 
most  agreeable  families  in  the  Town,  and  their  own  genial 
temper,  they  contributed  mucli  to  the  pleasures  of  social 
intercourse.  The  marriage  of  Charles,  in  Inter  life,  broke 
up  their  joint  establishment,  and  left  Samuel,  solitar}^  and 
alone,  to  provide  for  his  own  single  blessedness.  Fortu- 
nately, ho  ovvmed  another  large  and  beautiful  Farm  of 
several  hundred  acres,  at  the  North  of  the  Village,  includ- 
ing the  site  of  the  present  Gas  Works,  and  extending 
Vs'cst  over  binds  on  both  sides  of  Belmont  street  to  Bell 
Pond,  and  vSouth  by  Sunjmer  street  to  Hospital  Hill.  On 
this  land  he  built  a  Farm  House,  a  part  now  of  the  Dwell- 
ing House  of  Mr.  Edward  Earle,  which  he  made  the  home 
of  his  remaining  days. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  pleasant  and  attractive  residence 
in  the  Towm  was  a  part  of  this  noble  estate  of  Mr.  Chand- 
ler, occupied  for  more  than  thirty  years  by  Mr.  Waldo,  Sen. 
The  spacious  and  substantial  ^lansion.  built  by  the  Patri- 
cian Judge  Chandlerj  stood  a  little  East  of  the  present 
Square,  having  an  extensive  yard  and  l^eautiful  lawn  in 
front,  and  on  either  side  richly  cultivated  and  highly  orna- 
mented grounds,  with  fh^wers  and  shrubs,  and  liere  and 
there,  near  by,  a  majestic  Elm  and  a  lofty  Pine,  stately 
emblems  of  primeval  growth.  The  irame  of  this  once 
goodly  structure,  under  the  roof  of  which  I  have  passed 
some  of  the  most  instructive  hours  of  my  early  life,  yet 
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stands,  rcmo^ed  indeed  from  its  ancient  foundations, 
altered,  marred,  and  disfigured,  by  the  va?idalism  of  an 
ovcr-fasl  progress  and  the  cupidity  of  gain. 

Ezra  Waldo  Weld. 

Of  Ezra  Waldo  Weld,  ^y]lose  name  is  on  the  List,  I  have 
no  recollection,  except  that  he  was  a  good  looking  Gentle- 
man and  visited  at  Mr.  Waldo's.  It  appears  by  our  books, 
that  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Society  but  little  more  than 
a  year,  and  probably  on  withdrawing,  left  Town. 

JouN  Green. 

Doct.  John  Green  was  a  man  of  vv^ell  known  family  pro- 
fessional eminence,  and  of  high  personal  distinction  as  a 
Physician.  lie  was  tall,  exceeding  by  several  inches,  six 
feet  in  stature,  of  fine  projjortions,  and  vrithal,  possessed 
of  such  wonderful  muscular  powers,  that^  had  they  been 
as  carefully  trained,  they  might  have  tasked  the  emulation 
of  the  famous  Dr.  Winship.  His  manners  were  easy  and 
prepossessing,  and  in  a  practice  even  more  extensive  than 
that,  subsequentl}^  of  his  distinguished  Son,  he  found  op- 
portunity, by  his  pleasant  social  intercourse,  to  commend 
himself  to  the  confidence  and  affectionate  attachment  of  a 
large  acquaintance.  lie  was  renin rkable  for  his  skill  in 
Surgery,  and  with  a  steady  eye,  and  a  hand  that  never 
trembled,  he  successfully  performed  many  delicate  and 
difficult  operations.  Few  of  his  profession,  in  so  short  a 
life,  ever  earned  a  more  enviable  reputation.  He  died, 
after  only  a  few  hours  sickness,  at  the  age  o{  Forty -five. 

Doct.  Green,  like  others  of  his  family,  had  his  amusing, 
but  harmless  peculiarities.  He  would  often  be  followed, 
in  his  queer  looking  tvv'o  wheeled  vehicle,  by  a  pack  of 
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Dogs;  or,  superb  horseman  as  he  was,  be  seen  on  the 
backs  of  all  manner  of  nngainly  half  broken  Colts,  at  full 
gallop,  accompanied  by  the  Pack  giving  mouth  as  if  a 
score  of  Huntsmen  ^vere  at  their  heels,  to  the  inunitc  de- 
light of  all  the  urchins  in  the  village.  Nor  were  the  Dogs 
always  entirely  inoffensive.  1  recollect,  on  one  occasion, 
when  the  Doctor  was  visiting  me  for  a  severe  accident,  a 
large,  gaunt,  half  starved  hound  entered  the  open  door  of 
my  Mother's  kitchen,  and  grabbed  a  joint  of  meat  from 
the  table.  The  alarm  was  soon  given.  The  Dog  took  to 
the  fields; — the  Doctor  took  to  his  horse.  The  run  was 
a  capital  one; — -but  tb.c  Doctor  lost  the  race,  and  Jowler 
kept  the  meat.  The  Doctor's  first  family  residence  v/as  in 
a  very  humble  Dwelling  of  one  story,  standing  on  the  site 
of  the  present  Doct.  Green's  brick  block  of  Stores,  from 
which  he  afterwards  removed  into  the  House  which  he 
built,  now  occupied  by  his  son. 

Samuel  Bkazer.  ' 

Mr.  Brazer  came  to  Town  a  practical  Baker,  and  for 
many  years  carried  on  the  business,  supplying  most  of  the 
Retail  Stores  in  the  County,  and  in  the  neighboring  Towns 
in  the  County  of  Mi  ddlesex,  with  his  bread.  A  fter  a  while, 
he  united  with  this  employment  a  retail  trade  in  English 
Goods  and  Crockery.  His  places  of  business  and  of  resi- 
dence were  on  the  estate  on  I\lain  street  now  owned  by 
William  Dickinson,  Esq.  The  old  Bakery  and  Store, 
then  unused,  were  destroyed  by  fire^  in  1815,  and  some- 
how, I  have  always  felt  a  sort  of  uneasy  suspicion,  that 
Brother  Newton,  now  here  present  to  answer  for  himself, 
w^hose  office  was  under  the  same  roof,  with  myself  and 
some  others,  might,  most  unconsciously,  have  been  the 


occasion,  bv  leaving  the  oOlce  where  tliore  had  been  a 
large  fire,  on  a  bitler  eokl  day,  in  what  proved  to  have 
]jeen  a  defective  chimney,  for  the  cusio7ncrij,  if  not  very 
necessary  refreshment,  across  the  way.  of  a  Mug  of  Flipy 
under  the  hibors  of  preparation  ibr  a  Ball,  in  celebration 
of  restored  peace. 

Mr.  Brazer  v»'as  of  a  kindly  temper,  but  of  abrupt  man- 
ner;— of  a  blunt  humor  of  which  lie  was  proud,  and  a 
saucy  wit  in  which  he  too  frequently  indulged.  As  an 
illustration,  of  the  latter. — after  hearing  wlnit  he  thought 
a  very  old  sermon,  on  next  meeting  his  Minister,  he  said 
to  him.  You  nial-c  your  Scnnons,  Sir,  like  the  lavjs  of  the 
C  ammo  n  ice  oJlh.  How  so?  inquired  the  Parson.  Because, 
said  Brazer^  you  make  it  a  point  to  give  them  three 
severot  readings.  On  another  occasion  when  the  good 
Parson  was  complaining,  that,  on  a  recent  distant  exchange, 
he  lost  his  saddlebags  with  two  shirts  and  two  Serinons, — 
710  great  loss^  if  your  Shirts  were  no  better  than  your  Ser- 
mons^ Avas  the  instant  reply. 

Few  men  have  experienced  more  of  .the  vicissitudes  of 
fortune  than  did  i\]r.  Brazer.  He  began  life  in  poverty, 
and  by  energy,  industry,  and  frugality  in  living,  gradually 
acquired  a  competence,  and  from  competency,  through 
greater  prosperity  and  successful  speculations,  he  advanced 
to  wealth,  and  then  suddenly,  with  no  fault  or  folly  of  his 
own,  by  the  loss  of  title  to  a  large  and  valuable  estate  in 
Boston,  which  he  had  pui-chased,  and  afterwards  sold  with 
warranty,  he  v;as  cast  back  again  to  poverty  and  a  debtor's 
prison.  He  met  adversity  with  a  manly  courage,  aiul  lived 
to  extricate  himself  from  embarrassment,  and  died  above 
want. 
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Samuel  Payson. 

Sapiuel  Payson  came,  with  Ijis  fjiiuily,  from  Boston, 
where  lie  had  been  an  instructor,  to  t-ike  charge  of  the 
Grammar  School  in  this  Town,  lie  was  a  fine  classic 
Scholar  and  a  successful  Teacher,  with  less  seveiity  in  the 
treatment  of  his  pupils  than  was  usual,  at  that  diiy.  His 
manners  were  highly  polished,  and  the  accession  of  his 
agreeable  family  added  much  to  the  social  circle.  After 
living  here,  a  few  years,  on  a  stinted  salary,  which  it  re- 
quired both  the  grudging  economy  of  the  Town,  at  that 
time,  and  the  roluntary  contributions  of  Parents,  to  make 
up,  he  removed  for  better  prospects,  elsewdiere.  The  sons 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  were  his  pupils,  and  the  faith- 
fulness of  his  instructions  might  be  traced  in  their  pro- 
gress through  life. 

Edward  Bangs.  ^    :  ;  , 

Edward  Bangs,  although,  in  his  day,  a  Gentleman  both 
of  professional  and  political  distinction,  was  most  appre- 
ciated by  those  who  personally  were  familiar  with  him, 
for  his  simplicity  of  manners,  refinement  of  taste,  and 
generous  sympathy  and  great  kindness  of  heart.  lie  was 
a  Graduate  of  Harvard  College,  always  studious  in  his 
habits,  and  hfiving  read  to  advantage  in  the  otfice  of  Chief 
Justice  Parsons,  w^as  among  the  best  educated  Lawyers  in 
the  Commonw^ealth.  His  advice  was  received  with  confi- 
dence, and  'his  practice  became  very  considerable.  Had 
he  been  less  scrupulous  of  engaging  in  cases  of  questiona- 
ble right,  and  more  covetous  of  gain,  from  his  ability  and 
bearing  he  might,  doubtless,  have  commanded  a  more  ex- 
tensive and  lucrative  business.  As  a  proof  of  the  appre- 
ciation of  his  legal  attainments,  he  was,  for  many  years, 
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County  Attorney,  and  afterwards,  and  until  bis  death,  in 
1818,  an  Associate  Justice  of  ttie  Circuit  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  the  Western  Circuit.  For  successive  years 
he  was  one  of  the  Selectmen,  and  repeatedly  represented 
the  Town  in  the  Legisl.'iture  of  the  Commonwojilth.  He 
had  a  bold  patriotic  spirit,  and  garmntly  fought  the  British 
on  (heir  retreat  from  Concord,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775, 
and  was  a  volunteer  private  in  pursuit  of  Shays,  in  the 
Eebellion  of  17SG. 

Judge  Bangs  was  a  fine  belle  Ictire  Scholar,  and  kept 
Avell  up  with  the  literature  of  the  day.  lie  delighted  in 
festive  occasions  and  social  gatherings,  and  ])y  bis  humor 
and  good  fellowship  contributed  his  full  share  to  their  en- 
joyment. He  evinced  his  natural  taste  for  the  beauties 
of  nature,  by  tlie  arrangement  and  care  of  a  picturesque 
landscape  Garden,  and  the  transplantation  and  cultivation 
of  the  lovely  wild  flowers  and  blooming  shrubs  (»f  field  and 
forest.  His  place  of  residence  was  on  the  East  side  of 
Main  street,  and  by  the  South  side  of  the  Avenue  to  Court 
Mills,  extending  over  the  stream,  the  waters  of  which 
with  the  abrupt  acclivity  beyond,  lie  made  tributary  to  the 
attractive  scenery  of  his  beautiful  grounds.  So  exqui- 
sitely sensitive  was  he  to  the  music  of  sweet  sounds, 
that  1  have  often  seen  him  standing  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  audience,  with  his  whole  face  literally  bathed  in 
tears,  and  wholly  unconscious  to  all  but  the  notes  of  har- 
mony which  dwelt  upon  the  ear. 

In  person'  Judge  Bangs  was  below  the  ordinary  size. 
His  features  were  homely,  and  their  expression j  sometimes 
even  comic;il.  In  his  serious  manner,  there  was  often 
more  of  gravity  than  digiiity. 
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Elijah  Dix. 

Elijah  Dix  \v;ts  a  Physician  nvA  Dl■apgi^t.  He  lived 
in  the  house  under  tlie  r.oble  old  rJjiis,  on  Court  street, 
which  lie  buiit.,  bow  owned  bv  }dr.  Henry  Goulding,  and 
his  druG'^rist  store  aiul  medical  office  wei'e  in  the  old  buihi- 
ing  standing-  near  by,  on  tin^.  kSoutji.  He  v^^as  a  man  of 
robust  frame  and  iro'i  constitution,  in  a  great  degree  self 
educatedj  and  always  self  l  eliant.  lie  made  little  preten- 
sion to  skill  in  surgerij,  but  as  a  P/n/sician  his  practice 
was  ^.ery  successful  and  his  advice  much  sought  for. 
During  the  almost  universal  prevalence  of  the  small  pox, 
about  the  year  1704,  he  had  charge  of  several  Hospitals 
in  different  parts  of  the  Town,  and  with  a  single  exception 
carried  his  numerous  patients  safelv  throu^di  this  loath- 
some,  and  at  that  day,  niost  dreaded  distem[)er.  He  had 
a  large  family  of  children,  schoolmates  and  playnnites  of 
mine,  not  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  but  it  is  honor 
enough  to  his  name  and  blood,  that  the  Florence  ]Nightin- 
gale  of  America,  the  sympathetic,  self-sacrificing,  heroic 
and  devoted  Philanthropist,  Miss  Dix,  another  Apostle  of 
humanity,  is  his  Grand  Dciughter. 

Doct.  Dix  having  ac^j^uired  a  large  property  here,  cstab- 
lislied  a  Commercial  House  in  Boston,  and  soon  after  re- 
moved there,  with  his  family.  The  Dix  Pear,  such  a 
ho?i  bouchc  to  every  lover  of  good  fruit,  is  from  his  garden, 
lie  made  large  investments  in  luild  lands  in  Maine,  and  in 
promotion  of  their  settlement  or  sale,  was  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  the  District,  occasionally,  to  direct  his  Agents  in 
their  management.  On  the  last  of  these  occasions  in 
181 9,  he  was, foully  dealt  with,  as  was  more  than  suspect- 
ed, and  perislied,  through  a  conspiracy  of  squatters  and 
fraudulent  contractors  and  debtors. 
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William  Sever. 

William  Sever  wr.s  a  sou  of  Judge  Sever,  of  Iviiigston, 
in  the  County  of  Plyiiioutli,  a,  Gcnlli'niaii  of  niiich  distine- 
tion  and  a  member  of  the  iirst  Coiiege  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Yice-PresideuC  of  the  United  Stales,  voting 
for  General  V*' ashingion.  The  younger  Islw  Sever  was 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  in  the  same  class  with 
Doct.  Bancroft,  Doct.  Stiles,  and  jN'athan  Dane,  in  v.diich 
he  held  a  good  rank.  He  studied  Law  witli  my  Father, 
opened  an  oiTme  in  this  Town,  married  a  Daughter  of 
Judge  Chau'ller,  Sister  of  Samuel  and  C]i;irles,  was  the 
Father  of  my  Wife,  and  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
six.  Be  was  a  man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  accom- 
plished manners,  and  brilliant  tjilents.  His  family  resi- 
dence was  on  the  present  location  of  the  Lincoln  House, 
where,  with  a  large  Farm  adjoining,  had  been  the  first 
licensed  House  in  Worcester,  known  in  the  Ecvolution  as 
the  old  Sterne's  Tavern. 


TlIEOl^IDLUG  W^HEELER. 

Theopliilus  Wheeler  was  most  favorably  known  as  the 
faithful,  attentive  and  upright  Piegister  of  Probate,  for 
many  years,  and  until  his  death,  in  1840.  He  came  here 
from  Harvard  with  his  Father.  He  was  a  most  amiable 
and  estimable  man,  modest  and  retiring  in  his  manners, 
particularly  simple  and  domestic  in  his  habits  of  khing, 
prompt,  indefatigaljle,  and  conscientious  in  the  perform- 
ance o{'  all  public  and  social  duty.  In  his  office,  the 
widov;  and  tlie  orphan  found  in  him  a  sym})atluzing  I'riend 
and  a  kind  adviser.  His  residence  was  on  the  East  side 
of  Main  street,  next  North  of  the  Hotel  now  kept  by  Mr. 
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Bannister,  long  known  by  the  dder  Brethren  of  this  Soci- 
ety as  '-the  old  Sikes  Tavern,"  of  good  cheer. 

Oliver  Fiske. 

Oliver  Fiske  came  from  Brookiield,  of  which  Tovn  his 
Father  was  long  the  beloved  and  venerated  settled  Minis- 
ter, lie  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  was  educated  a 
Physician,  and  commenced  practice  in  this  Town.  His 
profession  soon  became  secondary  to  other  objects.  His 
active,  energetic  and  genial  spirit  led  him  to  take  an  in- 
terest in  whatever  measures  were,  at  any  time,  proposed 
for  the  promotion  of  public  improvement,  or  social  enjoy- 
ment, ^lany  of  the  finest  shade  and  ornamental  Trees  in 
our  City  were  planted  out  by  his  hand,  and  with  a  taste 
singularly  appreciative  of  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  the 
flowers  and  fruits  of  cultivatioUj  lie  found  occupation  and 
solace,  under  the  infirmities  of  "deafness  and  age,  in  judi- 
cious and  well  directed  operations  in  Fruit  growing  and 
Horticulture.  His  residence  and  beautiful  grounds  were 
upon  the  Eastern  slope  of  Court  Hill,  covering  the  land 
where  are  now  the  costly  mansions  of  Major  Newton  and 
Mr.  Bickford,  and  extending  West  to  Harvard  street ;  the 
House,  an  old  but  pleasant  dwelling  place,  then  standing 
directly  over  the  present  location  of  State  street. 

Doct.  Fiske  was  mainly  instrumental  in  getting  up  the 
Medical  Society  of  this  District,  was  its  first  Secretary, 
and  afterwai'ds  its  President,  and  through  life,  one  of  its 
most  etlicient  supporters.  He  was  among  the  most  active 
and  sanguine  of  the  projectors  of  the  Boston  and  Wor- 
cester Turnpike,  and  devoted  uuich  of  his  time  and  agen- 
cy to  its  construction.  He  took  a  like  active  concern  in 
the  work  of  the  Stafford  Turnpike  and  the  Blackstone 


Canal.  All  these  grer.t  entcrprizes,  undcrbikeii  princi- 
pally Avith  a  view  to  ih\i  {Mlvauceuient  oT  iLe  biL^iness  and 
prosperity  of  the  place,  were  foJiowed  b}'  disappointment, 
and  total  pecuniary  loss  to  tlie  propriet(nSc 

The  Doctor  was  always  an  ardent  Politician,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  an  honest  tine  hearted  Patriot.  In  his 
early  youth,  and  before  be  entered  College,  in  the  rnost 
critical  period  of  the  war,  he  volunteered  and  ser\ed  in 
the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  while  in  college,  %Yas 
again  a  volunteer^  and  joined  the  Troops  of  General  Lin- 
coln, in  suppression  of  Shay's  Uebellion,  And  still  later, 
in  the  high  party  times  of  non-intercourse  and  embargo, 
and  the  war  of  1812  ^vith  Great  liritain,  with  a  ready 
and  busy  pen,  he  was  a  frequent  and  zealous  contributor 
to  the  political  press,  Nor  was  he  altogether  averse  to 
popular  favor, — and  public  ofllces  found  in  him  a  ivilling, 
as  well  as  an  able  and  faithful  servant.  Besides  many 
useful  Associations  with  which  he  was  connected,  and 
many  subordinate  stations  which  he  filled,  he  held  a  seat 
in  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  subsequently,  was  Register  of  Deeds  for 
the  County,  for  one  triennial  term.  Always  a  frank  and 
liberal  minded  Gentleman,  of  complaisant  manners,  and 
cheerful  and  social  disposition,  he  will  be  longest  remem- 
bered by  those  who  best  knew  him,  and  especially,  by  the 
older  members  of  this  society,  as  a  warm  hearted  friend 
and  most  agreeable  companion. 

John  Paine. 

John  Paine,  or,  as  he  was  sometimes  called,  Gentleman 
John,  was  a  younger  Brother  of  Judge  Paine,  and  at  the 
time  he  assisted  in  forming  this  Society,  a  iiac/ic/or  of 
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Ihirly  years.  He  was  of  genteel  figure  and  comely  ap- 
pearance, particplarly  attentive  to  dress,  bland  in  his  man- 
ners, with  rather  a  janiy  air,  especially  when  riding  Ids 
handsome,  curvetting,  cantering,  dapper  Pony,  on  which 
he  delighted  to  display  his  horsemanship,  belore  the  La- 
dies. Well  educated,  of  :i  social  disposition  and  most 
amiable  temper^  ho  made  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  ac- 
(laaintance.  I  i is  home  nas  witli  his  venerable  and  re- 
s[)ected  Parents,  on  the  family  estate  now  owned  by  our 
Friend  ^Iw  Frederic  Yv^  Paine,  and  afterwarc"'s,  with  his 
widowed  Mother,  in  the  more  ancient  f^miiiy  mansion  still 
standing  under  the  old  Elm  Trees,  on  Lincoln  street,  next 
North  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Harrison  Bliss.  He  was 
an  Assistant  of  the  Marshal,  for  taking,  in  this  County, 
the  first  Census  of  the  United  States,  and  his  returns,  I 
have  umlerstoodj  were  much  commended  for  the  accuracy 
of  their  eranneration,  and  the  variety  and  fulness  of  the 
statistics  which  he  collected. 


Sa:>iuel  Allen. 

Samuel  Allen  was  a  Brother  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Allen, 
his  Assistant  in  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Courts^  and  the 
life  long  trust  v;orthy  and  trusted  Treasurer  of  the  County 
of  Worcester.  The  leading  traits  in  his  character  were 
punctuality  and  faithfulness  in  every  duty.  He  was  uni- 
versally esteemed  and  confided  in.  In  person  ho  was 
within  the  ordinary  stature,  of  sincere  and  unpretending 
numners,  friendly  and  cordial  in  social  intercourse,  and 
while  himseir  of  ^  pure  and  blameless  life  and  conversa- 
tion," charitable  to  the  fiilings  of  others.  In  his  habits 
of  business  and  livin;:  he  had  great  method  and  regard  to 
order,  and  although  a  Bachelor  until  somewhat  advanced 
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in  years,  unlike  some  otliers,  he  was  scrupulously  observ- 
ant of  the  lilies  of  the  Society,  and  always  kept  things 
in  their  proper  place.  Before  he  was  married,  he  pur- 
chased a  House,  then  standing  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Dwelling  of  Mr.  Tower,  into  which  lie  removed.  This 
was  the  only  Dwelling  ilouse,  with  a  single  exception, 
at  that  time,  from  Main  street  to  the  foot  of  the  Hill, 
west,  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile. 

Stephen  Salisbury. 

Stephen  Salisbury  was  a  Merchant  of  the  eminent  com- 
mercial House  of  Samuel  and  Stephen  Salisbury,  among 
the  earliest  and  largest  importers  of  Goods,  in  the  Town  of 
Boston.  For  tlie  extension  of  their  business,  tJicy  opened 
-  a  Store  in  this  place,  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Mr. 
Stephen  Salisbury,  who  removed  here,  for  that  purpose, 
Avhile  the  senior  partner  remained  in  the  direction  of  the 
principal  concern  in  Boston.  Their  place  of  trade  hcrc^ 
was,  at  first,  in  a  low  one  story  biiihling,  which  stood  near 
the  present  Nashua  Bailroad  station,  on  the  north  of  Lin- 
coln Square.  They  soon  afterwards  erected  the  spacious 
Edifice,  now  known  as  the  "  Salisbury  Mansion,"  into  a 
part  of  which,  fitted  ibr  the  purpose,  they  removed  their 
store  of  goods.  The  other  part,  adapted  and  prepared  for 
a  genteel  family  residen,ce,  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Stephen 
S:disbury,  with  his  Motlier,  a  most  amiable  and  interest- 
ing old  Lady,  whose  devotion  to  his  happiness  furnished 
the  best^  if  not  only  apology  for  his  celibacy^  for  many 
years,  and  if  the  good  Lady  had  not  died  until  this  time, 
I  doubt  whether  our  friend  liere,  who  l)ears  his  nann.^,  had 
e V  c  r  been  ] )  o  r  n .  A.  w  i  1 1}^  a  n  d  5  ijmp  a  t  h  iz  i  ng  Y  r i  e  n  d  o  f  h  i  s , 
in  a  letter  to  another  friend,  under  date  of  Dec.  10,  1783, 
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thus  writes  concermng  him  :  "  Remember  me  to  my  oh.l 
Friend,  the  Bachelor.    Tell  liim  he  must  he  married,  or 
I  shall  not  long  keep  him  couipany.    Is  there  no  Widow 
Wndmau  in  the  neighborhood,  whose  eyes  are  address- 
ing  him,  soft  as  the  last  low  accents  of  an  expiring 
Saint,  why  wilt  thou  live  comfortless  and  alone,  my 
dear  Uncle  Steplien,  without  a  bosom  to  lean  tli}^  head 
upon,  or  trust  thy  cares  to?    Surely  such  gentle  saiuta- 
*^  tions  and  tonler  persuasions  must  win  my  susceptible 
Friend."    The  extract  I  have  read,  I  hooked  from  a 
letter  in  the  hands  of  our  friend  here,  v;hich  greatly 
amused  me.    If  he  complains  of  the  use  I  have  made  of 
it,  I  can  only  promise  not  to  repeat  the  recital,  by  an}'^ 
reiteration  of  this  historic  narative. 

Mr.  Salisbury  was  a  gentleman  of  fine  personal  appear- 
ance, and  of  most  courteous  manners.  Surrounded  by 
lamil}^  friends  Itere^  and  accustomed  to  frequent  visits  from 
his  numerous  Eelatives  in  Boston,  his  House  was  a  resort 
for  family  re-unions,  and  delightful  domestic  and  social 
intercourse.  He  v;as  nevermore  happy  than  v;ith  his  fair 
Nieces  about  him,  and  his  friends  enjoying  his  oJiOunding 
hospitality.  With  an  extent  of  business  allowing  of  but 
little  leisure,  lie  yet  found  oppoitunity  for  the  manage- 
ment and  cultivation  of  a  large  farm,  now  a  portion  of  the 
highly  improved  and  attractive  property  of  his  Son.  He 
took  a  lively  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Town,  and 
contributed  largely  to  its  embellishment.  After  the  dc- 
•cease  of  his  venerable  and  aged  Mother,  he  married  a  Sis- 
ter of  that  man  of  Ross,  the  >sel[-devoted.  saintly  Phi- 
lanthropist, Doct.  Tuckerman,  and  with  many  remaining 
years  of  unceasing  activity  and  usefulness,  he  died,  at  an 
.advanced  age,  greatly  beloved  and  respected. 


John  Stanton. 


John  Stanlon  was  a  Merchant,  and  for  a  while,  also 
carried  on,  quite  extensively,  a  rotter on  the  south  side 
of  what  is  now  Front  street,  nearly  opposite  the  Wood 
Yard  by  the  First  Baptist  Meeting  House.  Be  had  a 
reputation  for  much  shre^vdncss  and  capacity  for  business. 
His  Store  and  DwcUin^^  House,  separate  but  nearly  adja- 
cent buildings,  covered  the  site  of  the  present  Universalist 
Church,  on  Main  street,  ari'l  his  grounds  extended  to  sev- 
eral acres  norihicard  over  Foster  street,  and  eastward  to 
the  old  channel  of  the  Brook.  He  married  one  of  the 
Daughters  of  Judge  Chandler,  and  with  his  family  con- 
stituted part  of  the  fashionable  Society  of  the  Tov/n.  In 
personal  appearance,  he  vyas  a  short,  thick  set,  muscular 
man,  with  a  full,  open,  pleasant  countenance,  and  easy 
and  familiar  address.  He  was  social  in  disposition,  and 
fond  of  good  company,  which  his  large  circle  of  family 
connexions  and  extensive  acquaintance  enabled  him  very 
freely  to  enjoy.  He  died  suddenly,  in  the  strength  of 
his  manhood,  from  an  over- dose  of  laudanum,  incautiously 
taken  for  relief  in  a  paroxism  of  Gout.  His  death,  was 
the  first  in  the  Society,  and  but  little  more  tlian  tvro  yef»rs 
from  its  formation. 


Abraham  Lixcolm. 

Abraham  Lincoln  came  from  Hingham,  in  the  old  Colo- 
ny, about  the  year  1783,  soon  after  his  elder  Brother,  the 
late  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  settled  here,  in  his  profession,  and 
with  his  family.  Instructed  in  the  knowledge  and  com- 
position of  Medicines  by  Dr.  Benjamin  Green,  then  a 
Physician  of  repute  in  Tov/n,  he  commenced  the  business 
of  a  Druggist,  which,  with  a  just  confidence,  on  the  part 


\ 


of  Physiciaiio  and  others,  iii  his  skill,  aiJil  scrupalous  carCj 
and  honest  dealing  in  compound ing  and  dispensing,  he 
continued  through  life.    He  maiTied  the  eldest  Daughter 
of  Col.  Tiniotliy  Bigclow,  of  ruvolutionary  renown,  whose 
heroic  patri'dism  and  military  service  have,  hut  recently, 
been  so  gratefully  coinmeniorated.    His  Store  stood  in 
front  of  the  location  of  Antiquarian  ILill,   within  the 
present  line  of  the  street ;  and  for  inany  years,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  he  lived  in  the  old  family  Bigelow 
Mansion  under  the  hill  nearly  opposite  the  Court  House, 
and  ovrned  the  Forge  and  Trip-hammer  works  of  the 
Blacksmith  Colonel,  on  the  spot  where  are  the  present 
Court  Mills.    Be  was  a  man  of  warm  and  generous  feel- 
ings, reliable  in  his  attachments,  but  strong  in  his  preju- 
dices.   An  active  and  irvHuential  politician  in  high  party 
times,  with  many  devoted  party  friends,  he  had  bitter  po- 
litical opponents.    A  direct,  bold  straight-forwardness  in 
what  were  his  convictions  of  right  and  duty  wiis  the  marked 
characteristic  of  his  conduct,  and  however  the  measures 
which  he  advocated  might  be  condemned,  by  any,  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  professions,  and  his  integrity  and  personal 
honor  were  never  doubted. 

Doct.  Lincoln  was  a  portly  gentleman,  carnjiiig  more 
vjeight  in  his  physical  structure,  than  any  other  member 
of  the  Society.  lie  v;as  quite  bon-hommie  in  his  manner, 
fond  of  fun  and  somewhat  given  to  practical  jokes.  On 
one  occasion,  he  had  well  nigh  been  the  death  of  good 
old  fru^ral  'Deacon  Briduo,  l>v  ordering-  an  entertainment 
for  the  Society,  winch  cost  thirteen  shillings  and  six  pence 
to  each  member,  and  which  the  Deacon,  in  his  wrath, 
pronounced  a  rascal  I  [/  charge,  that  no  man  could  a  If  or  d  to 
pay,  and  which  would  cost  liini,  (for  he  was  a  Barber)  tiie 
dressing  of  old  Mr.  A7aldo's  Wig,  for  a  Quarter  ! — "What 
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might  not  the  good  Deacon  have  said,  had  he  lived  in 
these  hitter  days,  and  been  victimized  hy  an  excursion  to 
Eocky  Point  and  a  "  Feast  of  Shells,"  under  the  auspi- 
ces of  another  portly  and  hilarious  Gentleman,  equally 
with  his  Predecessor,  alo^  er^of  good  things,  and  a  Irolic  ? 

The  iiecords  of  the  Town  bear  Avitness  to  tlie  usefulness, 
and  many  public  services  of  Doct.  Lincoln.  He  Avas  a 
most  able  and  faithful  Adnjinistrative  xMunicipal  Oilicer, 
and  for  a  larger  number  of  years  than  auy  other  nnin,  sus- 
tained various  stations  of  official  relation  to  the  citizens. 
For  very  many  years,  he  was  a  Selectman,  or  an  Assessor, 
and  not  unfrcquently,  Chairnjan  of  both  Boards  at  the  same 
time.  For  fourteen  successive  years,  he  was  a  Kepre- 
sentative  of  the  Town  in  tlio  Legishiture  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  was  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  Gov.  Eustis.  His  death  v\^as 
appallingly  sudden.  While  sitting  in  his  Chair,  at  the 
door  of  his  Boarding  House,  in  Boston,  smoking  his  cigar, 
after  dinner,  on  a  beautiful  Summer  day,  he  fell  quickly 
forward,  and  without  speech  or  groan,  instantly  expired. 


Daxiel  Vvaldo,  Jun. 

Daniel  Waldo,  Jun.,  was  born  in  Boston,  and  came 
here  in  Ids  minority,  with  his  Father's  family,  during  the 
Avar  of  tlie  Iv'volution.  He  was  a  thoroughly  educated 
Merchant,  and  after  attaining  his  majority,  became  a 
Partner  with  his  Father.  They  were  Importers  of  Goods, 
and  witli  their  retail  trade,  sold  also  largely  by  wliolesale. 
Alter  age  had  induced  the  retirement  of  his  Father  Ironi 
the  concei-n,  he  greatly  extended  his  business,  increased 
his  importations,  and  shared  with  the  ]\Iessrs.  Salisbury 
in  supplying,  in  a  great  measure,  the  demand  for  foreign 
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articles  in  this  part  of  the  coimtrj,  and  to  some  extent,  in 
the  adjoining  States.  His  fair  dealing  and  honorable 
conduct  attracted  to  him  the  confidence  of  all,  and  after 
acquiring  fortune  and  a  good  reputation,  he  gracefully 
relinc|uished  business  into  the  hands  of  Young  Men,  who 
had  been  brought  up  under  his  care,  and  to  whom  his  ex- 
perience and  example  were  the  best  of  Teachers. 

The  mercantile  engagements  of  Mr.  AValdo,  extensive 
and  exacting  as  they  were,  he  did  not  permit  wholly  to 
cnc'ross  his  attention.  lie  found  time,  in  intervals  of 
comparative  leisure  and  the  retirement  of  evening,  to  fur- 
nish his  mind,  from  the  great  storehouse  of  history  and 
science,  with  the  precepts  of  knowledge  and  wisdom.  He 
made  himself  acquainted  with  stirring  events,  and  the 
higher  interests  of  the  community,  and  held  himself  ready, 
at  all  times,  to  contribute  of  property  or  iniluence  to  the 
public  weal.  Unambitious  of  popular  distinction  and 
shrinking  from  political  competitions  with  others,  he  yet 
discharged  with  scrupulous  punctuality  and  conscientious- 
ness, the  first  duty  of  a  freeman,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  suffrage,— never  failing,  in  a  single  instance,  to 
attend  the  polls, — and  vrhen  his  Fellovv^- Citizens  demand- 
ed his  own  personal  service  in  the  Councils  of  the  State, 
he  yielded  his  reluctance,  and  accepted  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
of  the  Commonwealth,  to  which  he  was  three  times  elected. 

]Mr.  Waldo  was  a  true  Christian  Gentlenmn,  catholic 
in  spirit,  and  most  exemplary  in  manners  and  morals.  He 
was  a  munificent  public  Benefactor,  charitable  to  the 
needy,  assisting  and  eucouraging  the  meritorious,  and 
freely  and  liberally  contributing  to  measures  for  the  in- 
struction and  improvement  of  all.  The  beautiful  Rural 
Cemetery,  and  the  Central  Church,  are  proofs  of  his  con- 
siderate regard  to  the  wants  of  the  community,  and  were 


gifts  of  his  bountyj  \\h\lo  the  distributioQ,  by  "Will,  of  the 
biilli  of  his  great  '>vea!.lh  to  beneucent  Institutions  will 
bear  perpetual  witness  to  his  expansive  Philanthropy. 

This  Society,  from  its  formation,  was  one  of  the  most 
cherished  obj^^cts  of  his  regard.  He  was  proud  of  the 
charade?'  of  its  members.  lie  rejoiced  in  the  relaxation 
and  refresliment  of  its  Q--i:irterly  Meetings,  and  the  more 
convivial  appointments  of  its  AnnurJ  Festival.  He  believed 
also,  in  the  practical  utUitij  of  the  Institution,  not  only 
as  a  security  to  property,  bat  as  conducive  to  friendly  in- 
tercourse and  social  enjoyment,  and  he  sought  to  intro- 
duce young  men  to  its  membership,  for  the  influence  it 
might  have  upon  their  social  relations,  and  the  cultivation 
of  a  gentlemanly  companionship.  It  was  a  remark  of  his, 
near  the  close  of  his  life,  that  he  ''had  passed  many 
pleasant  hours  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  that 
during  his  long  connexion  w^ith  it,  he  had  never  witnessed 
a  single  instance  of  rude  manners,  or  heard  an  expression 
personally  offensive  to  any  one."  And  may  I  not  add, 
that  so  it  ever  has  been  within  my  ovrn  observation.  With 
every  diversity  of  political  opinion,  in  the  highest  excite- 
ment of  j)artij  times,  and  from  the  very  strife  of  the  can- 
vass and  the  polls,  Gentlem.en  would  often  be  found,  on 
the  same  evening,  at  our  EoU  call,  and  forgetful  of  all 
but  their  kind  feelings  and  mutual  esteem,  meet  together 
in  friendly  salutation  and  cordial  good  fellowship,  with 
each  other.  i\Ir.  Waldo  was  the  last  Survivor  of  the 
original  Associates,  and  longer  a  Member  of  the  Society 
than  any  one  ever  has  bcen^  except  myself,  who  exceed  him 
by  as  much  as  the  number  of  years  from  180G  to  18C2  is 
greater  than  from  1703  to  1845  ;  and  he  was  with  us  to 
the  end.  His  benignant  countenance  and  elastic  step 
come  freshly,  this  night,  to  the  remembrance  of  us  all. 
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At  Qaavierly  Moetiijg,  on  the  evening  of  the  last  day 
but  one  of  las  life,  bis  cheerful  spirit  and  cordial  greeting 
made  his  prehsencc  ^velcome  amoiig  ns.  The  next  evening 
he  vv'as  with  the  Directors  of  the  v7orcc?tcr  Bank,  of  which 
for  forty  years,  he  was  President,  and  retiring  to  his 
family  and  his  bed,  in  the  uill  enjoyment  of  bodily  health, 
and  with  the  vigor  of  his  mental  iaculties  uninrpaired  by 
infirmity  or  the  burden  of  eightij-tioo  years,  with  no  ad- 
monition to  himself,  or  note  by  others,  gently  and  (joietly 
he  fell  into  that  slee}),  from  ^vhich  there  is  no  earthly 
awakening. 

Mr.  Waldo  w^as  a  Jiachelor  through  life.  His  Counting 
Eoom  and  place  of  business  w^as  in  a  Store,  on  the  site  of 
Granite  Row,  and  afterwards  in  that  Structure,  which  he 
erected.  In  his  later  life,  he  built  an  elegant  Mansion, 
w^here  he  resided  with  his  Maiden  Sisters.  After  his  de- 
cease, the  Building  was  removed,  and  now  a  Hotel,  known 
as  the  Waldo  Mouse."  stands  on  Vy^aldo  street,  and  that 
magnihcent  Edifice,  Mechanics'  Hall,  occupies  its  former 
location. 

Isaiah  Thomas. 

Last  on  my  List  stands  the  name  of  .Isaiah  Tliomas,  the 
old  Printer.  Although  many  years  dead,  he  must  still  bo 
remembered  by  some  of  you  ; — and  by  his  History  of  Print- 
ing, the  History  of  the  Country,  the  Amnds  of  the  Town, 
and  his  l)eaming  and  expressive  Portrait  in  Antiquarian 
Hall,  he  ma.y  be  seen  and  known  by  you  all.  His  resi- 
dence was  on  Court  Hill,  but  the  a.spect  of  the  place,  with 
all  its  surroundings,  is  now  wholly  changt'd.  And  Vvdiat 
licre^  has  not  been  changed  by  the  men  of  this  restless 
generation?  Scarce  a  Landmark  of  the  old  Inhabitants 
remains.     His  goodly  Mansion,  removed  from  its  old 


foundotioiij  is  now  the  Dwelling  House  of  Mr.  Moses 
Brcckj  and  iliie  only  relic  of  the  Printing  ofiice  is  the  Old 
Press,  in  the  preserving  care  of  that  most  vigilant  of  all 
Anti(|iiarians,  our  Mr.  Haven. 

Doct.  Thomas  Vvas  a  Patriot  of  the  Pvevolution,  an  use- 
ful  and  honored  Citizen,  and  a  public  Benefactor.  With 
a  strong  and  vigorous  mind  and  a  cultivated  intellect, 
enterprise^  energy  and  indastry,  in  early  life,  gave  him 
wealth,  and  possessed  of  this,  he  lived  in  Courtly  style, 
and  with  beneficent  liberality.  He  was  the  first  in  Town 
to  keep  a  Carriage,  and  had  his  colored  Coachman  in 
livery.  He  vras  invested  with  the  Begalia  of  Free  Ma- 
sonry, and  was  of  the  highest  rank  and  dignity  in  the 
Order — I  know  not  its  titles  of  honor, — -but  he  was  Prince 
and  Priest  over  all  1  In  his  person,  he  was  tali  and  slen- 
der, stooping  somewhat  in  his  gait.  His  address  was 
courteous,  his  conversation  frank,  but  something  conven- 
tional, and  his  attention  to  appearance  and  dress  singu- 
larly precise  and  studied.  He  was  a  public  spirited  Citi- 
zen, generous  in  his  contributions  to  all  worthy  objects, 
and  a  most  eflicient  co-operator  with  others,  in  promoting 
the  growth,  imp'rovement  and  prosperity  of  the  Place. 
The  City  is  full  of  memorials  of  his  good  deeds.  The 
Press  with  which  he  was  identified; — the  Schools  which 
he  cherished,  —the  Unitarian  Church  which  he  assisted  to 
establish  ; — ^the  Street,  bearing  his  name,  the  gift  of  his 
munificence ; —Antirjuarian  Hall,  looking  back  to  the 
ages  and  gatlicring  up  the  records  of  all  time,  his  last 
great  Legacy; — fh^'.se  ave  his  Mo nwnents,  more  enduring 
than  those  of  Marljle  or  of  Bronze. 

I  ha  ve  thus  called  over  the  names  of  the  twenty-two 
Gentlemen,  v.ho  were  associated  in  the  formation  of  this 
Society.    I  feai*  that  even  the  brief  references  which  I 
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have  made  to  each  of  them,  may  have  exhausted  yo\ir 
patience,  hut  it  was  the  first  stoppiDg  point  in  the  chissi- 
fication  of  our  ^Jemhi.n's,  Associates  of  the  same  eai'ly 
date.  Since  I  entered  upon  the  task  I  have  not  had  time, 
by  revision,  to  make  the  narrative  shorter^  and  thus,  at 
least,  better.  It  seemed  to  me,  indeed,  that  a  continuous 
and  connected  record  of  those  who  have  preceded  us, 
would  not  be  witliout  its  interest,  and  if  tlie  humble  pa- 
per, whicli  I  now  offer,  shall  be  thought  worthy  of  preser- 
A'ation,  the  work  may  be  resumed  and  pursued  hereafter, 
as  names  arc  transferred  from  the  ILoll  of  the  living,  to 
the  immortal.  All  those  vvhom  I  have  mentioned  hi<ive 
passed  av;ay.  I  have  not  attempted  either  their  biogra- 
phy^  or  their  eulogy.  It  is  too  late  for  the  one,  and  I  had 
not  materials  for  thxO  other.  My  remarks  have  been  only 
the  thoughtful  impressions  of  recollected  intercourse,  or 
tlie  jottings  down  of  cursory  observations,  recalled  to  im- 
perfect memory.  That  tlie  age  in  which  these  men  lived, 
and  the  men  themselves,  wei-e  more  jnarked  aiul  interest- 
ing in  their  character,  than  the  men  and  the  times  on  which 
we  have  fallen,  the  history  of  the  country  will  not  leave 
us  to  doubt.  That  some  portion  of  their  virtues  and 
graces  should  have  come  to  us,  we  may  be  permitted  to 
hope.  A  few  may  even  claim  them  by  inlieritance.  There 
has  never  been  a  time,  w  hen  the  Society  has  been  without 
lineal  Representatives  of  its  ancient  Four.ders.  And  uoav, 
in.  these  latter  days,  after  a  period,  to  which,  "  the  memo- 
ry of  man  runneth  not^''  surely,  we  may  rejoice,  thai 
Yvorthy  Sons  of  those  wlm  planted  this  Vine,  are  of  us^ 
and  ivith  us,  at  this  festive  meeting,  to  eat  of  the  fruit, 
and  drink  of  the  wine,  vdiich  it  produces. 

LEVI  LINCOLN. 
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